The Seven Church’s

Week 2 of a 12 Week Study




Disclaimer

Trying to understand unfulfilled prophecy is
like looking into a fog bank. You know
something is there, but you just can’t quiet
seem to make it out.

The purpose of this class is to look at fulfilled
prophecy leading up to the End of Times and to
try and clear the fog of prophecy yet to come.




Mark 13:32-36

32 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Take
heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the time is.
34 It is like a man going to a far country, who left his house
and gave authority to his servants, and to each his work, and
commanded the doorkeeper to watch. 35 Watch therefore,
for you do not know when the master of the house is
coming—in the evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the
rooster, or in the morning— 36 lest, coming suddenly, he find
you sleeping. 37 And what | say to you, | say to all: Watch!”




Review: Week One

Revelation 1:19

1. Write the things you See.
2. Write the things that Are.
3. Write the things that happen after these things.

Rapture
7-year tribulation period
Two 3.5. year periods
Unholy trinity, Satan, Anti-Christ, False prophet
Battle of “Armageddon”
Millennial Reign of Christ

We began defining the seven church’s
We began defining the seven church’s as prophetic




THINGS THAT HAPPEN
AFTER THESE THINGS
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Ephesus Smyrna I Pergamum Thyatira ‘ Sardis ,_ Philadelphia ‘ Laodicea
Apostolic Church Roman Age of | Dark Ages Reformation Missionary Apostasy
Persecution Constantine f Movement J
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by Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum

nosted on WWW. ltradio.org




Revelation 2

The Loveless Church

2 “To the angel of the church of EpheSUS write,

‘These things says He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in
the midst of the seven golden lampstands: 2 “I know your works, your labor,
your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have
tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars;
3 and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My nhame’s
sake and have not become weary. 4 Nevertheless | have this against you, that
you have left your first love. 5 Remember therefore from where you have
fallen; repent and do the first works, or else | will come to you quickly and
remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent. 6 But this you have,
that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which | also hate.

7 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him
who overcomes | will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of
the Paradise of God.” ’
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Revelation 2:8-11

The Persecuted Church

8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write,

‘These things says the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to
life: 9 “I know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich);
and | know the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are not,
but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not fear any of those things which
you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you
into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten
days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

11 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.” ’
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Revelation 2:12-17

The Compromising Church

12 “And to the angel of the church in Pe I'gamOS write,

‘These things says He who has the sharp two-edged sword: 13 “l know your
works, and where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. And you hold fast to My
name, and did not deny My faith even in the days in which Antipas was My
faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 14 But | have a
few things against you, because you have there those who hold the doctrine of
Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel,
to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual immorality. 15 Thus you
also have those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing | hate. 16
Repent, or else | will come to you quickly and will fight against them with the

sword of My mouth.

17 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him
who overcomes | will give some of the hidden manna to eat. And | will give him a
white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one knows except

him who receives it.”
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Revelation 2:18-23

The Corrupt Church

18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write,

‘These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet
like fine brass: 19 “I know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience;
and as for your works, the last are more than the first. 20 Nevertheless | have a
few things against you, because you allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself
a prophetess, to teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and
eat things sacrificed to idols. 21 And | gave her time to repent of her sexual
immorality, and she did not repent. 22 Indeed | will cast her into a sickbed, and
those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of
their deeds. 23 | will Kkill her children with death, and all the churches shall know
that | am He who searches the minds and hearts. And | will give to each one of
you according to your works.



The woman at Thyatira is called Jezebel because like the
Old Testament figure she seduces people to sexual
immorality and idolatry. Two major forms of indulgence in
pagan Asia Minor. This woman also teaches that Christians
can still be faithful even if they commit some degree of
idolatry.
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Revelation 3:3-6

The Dead Church
3 “And to the angel of the church in SardlS write,

“These things says He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: “lI know
your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead. 2 Be
watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die, for | have
not found your works perfect before God. 3 Remember therefore how you have
received and heard; hold fast and repent. Therefore, if you will not watch, | will
come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what hour | will come upon you. 4
You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and they
shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. 5 He who overcomes shall be
clothed in white garments, and | will not blot out his name from the Book of Life;
but | will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.

” )

6 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.




Sardis was an impregnable fortress which had fallen two times. Each time the attacks
were at night and were surprise attacks.

Example: how Jesus uses topics each church can relate too.
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Revelation 3:7-13

The Faithful Church

7 “And to the angel of the church in Phi ladEIPhia write,

“These things says He who is holy, He who is true, “He who has the key of David, He
who opens, and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens”: 8 “l know your works.
See, | have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little
strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name. 9 Indeed | will make
those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie—indeed

| will make them come and worship before your feet, and to know that | have loved
you. 10 Because you have kept My command to persevere, | also will keep you from
the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on
the earth. 11 Behold, | am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may
take your crown. 12 He who overcomes, | will make him a pillar in the temple of My
God, and he shall go out no more. | will write on him the name of My God and the
name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven
from My God. And | will write on him My new name.

)

3 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
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Revelation 3:14-22
The Lukewarm Church
14 “And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write,

‘These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the
creation of God: 15 “l know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. | could
wish you were cold or hot. 16 So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither
cold nor hot, | will vomit you out of My mouth. 17 Because you say, ‘|l am rich,
have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do not know that you are
wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked— 18 | counsel you to buy from Me
gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may
be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint
your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. 19 As many as | love, | rebuke and
chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. 20 Behold, | stand at the door and
knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, | will come into him and dine
with him, and he with Me. 21 To him who overcomes | will grant to sit with Me on
My throne, as | also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.

” Iy r»

22 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
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Joel 2:31

31 The sun shall be turned into darkness,
And the moon into blood,

Before the coming of the great and awesome
day of the Lord.
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Malachi 4:5-6

5 Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet

Before the coming of the great and dreadful day of
the Lord.

6 And he will turn

The hearts of the fathers to the children,

And the hearts of the children to their fathers,
Lest | come and strike the earth with a curse.”




Two withesses

There are three primary theories on the identity of the two witnesses in
Revelation: (1) Moses and Elijah, (2) Enoch and Elijah, and (3) two unknown
believers whom God calls to be His witnesses in the end times.

(1) Moses and Elijah are seen as possibilities for the two witnesses due to the
specific miracles that John says the witnesses will perform. The witnesses
will have the power to turn water into blood (Revelation 11:6), which
duplicates a famous miracle of Moses (Exodus 7). And the witnesses will have
the power to destroy their enemies with fire (Revelation 11:5), which
corresponds to an event in Elijah’s life (2 Kings 1). Also giving strength to
this view is the fact that Moses and Elijah both appeared with Jesus at the
transfiguration (Matthew 17:3-4). Further, Jewish tradition expects Moses
and Elijah to return, based on the prophecy of Elijah’s coming in Malachi 4:5
and God’s promise to raise up a prophet like Moses (Deuteronomy 18:15, 18),
which some Jews believe necessitates Moses’ return.
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Luke 21:5-9

Jesus Predicts the Destruction of the Temple

5 Then, as some spoke of the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and
donations, He said, 6 “These things which you see—the days will come in which not
one stone shall be left upon another that shall not be thrown down.”

The Signs of the Times and the End of the Age

7 So they asked Him, saying, “Teacher, but when will these things be? And what signh
will there be when these things are about to take place?”

8 And He said: “Take heed that you not be deceived. For many will come in My name,
saying, ‘I am He,’ and, ‘The time has drawn near.’ Therefore, do not go after them. 9
But when you hear of wars and commotions, do not be terrified; for these things must
come to pass first, but the end will not come immediately.”
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Luke 21:20-24

The Destruction of Jerusalem

20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its
desolation is near. 21 Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let
those who are in the midst of her depart, and let not those who are in the country
enter her. 22 For these are the days of vengeance, that all things which are written
may be fulfilled. 23 But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are
nursing babies in those days! For there will be great distress in the land and wrath
upon this people. 24 And they will fall by the edge of the sword and be led away
captive into all nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times
of the Gentiles are fulfilled.




